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SB March 1950 


TIBET 


A Mtlw of sati-Communist demonstrations beginning on 10 March in 
tho Tibetan capital of lAas* (population BO, 000) has presented 
Peiping with its moat serious security problem siaee it occupied 

the ares is 1181. 

A* Pear that the Chinese were planning to kidnap the Dalai I#a«a 
apparently touched off the revolt. 
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fg^ Although Peiping attempted to deal leniently with the rebels 
through propaganda, fighting intensified on 20 larch and con- 
tinued for several days. On 24th (Tuesday) dissidents 
"retreated” iron Lhasa which apparently is gsiet. 

The Tibetan unrest represents no rsal threat to Peiping’s control , 
The Cemmuniete have so far haen reluctant to use drastic measures 

for fear of offending India. 
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A. Chicoas turn #4,000 troops ia Tibet proper — aost of then 

ia Idas* ifN-i«l in asvlif ia sow personnel tat equipment . 

1. Tibot proper (about twice tbe eiae of Texas) has population 
of 2| ailU<m. Of these about \ aillloa are Xhaubas — with 
a long tradition of dlesideaee against Chinese authority. 

3. At least too aillloa Tibetans lire ia areas surrounding 
Tibet sad glee Dalai Laaa spiritual allegiance, 
t. Tibet bad outdated a ray of 10,000 when Cb icons took over. 


III. 0a Taiwan, Chiaag Kai-shek saps the uprisings eoapel bin to tabe 
positive action to help. 

A. Be laves could bust give sid ia fora of airdrops with please 
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based ©a Taiwan. 


Chiaag dree aharp contrast between testera reaction to Tibetan 


IT. 


and Hungarian uprisings. 

Behru*s geveraasat greatly worried over situstioa la Tibet, fear lag 
consequences will seriously jeopardise Sino-Indian relstloas. 

A. Hew Belbl apprehensive over possibility of serious glao- 
ladlan elasbes in sweat Chinese troops ptrsaa fleeing rebels 
late Indian or Bhutanese territory. 

B. Xebru oa 23 aftireh publicly declared hands-off policy re Tibetaa 
revolt. 
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2, H« Mlki kit pointedly r*f*r«t4 it# policy of playing dean 
rilil report# by issuing official ttttiMiita coafimlag 
resistance activity. 
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The Dalai Last# Had southeast fron Lhasa on 17 larcb to seek 


a ay las is India . 

A. Dalai Lass's presence la India or protectorate Bhutan, 

representing virtual Tibetan gover n*ent-in-e*ile , would be 
highly esbarraaslng to lew Delhi, bat Xehru probably would not 
refuse to grant sane hind of asytaua. 
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